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Fun, rejuvenating, interesting, cool.  These were some of the words used by South Carolina teens to describe the eighth annual statewide Homeschool Debate Tournament held April 17 at Bob Jones University in Greenville.   A total of 60 homeschoolers from all parts of the state debated the resolution:  “That the United States federal government should significantly reform its environmental policy.”

Claiming top state honors were Cameron Rentschler and Andrew Schirmer – first place; Josh Phillips and Lauren Phillips - second place. 

During the one-day event, students tackled environmental issues such as the Environmental Species Act, Future Gen, Yucca Mountain, offshore drilling, carbon tax, Kid Safe Chemical Act, oil shale extraction, and mountain top removal.  Ninety-five judges from area universities, businesses, churches, schools, and homes volunteered their time to cast their votes at the end of the rounds.  

Teams argued 2 rounds on the affirmative side and 2 rounds on the negative side.  The affirmative side presented reasons why a change in our current environmental policy was needed, as well as workable solutions to the problems.  The negative side refuted these reasons and argued why change was not needed.    


A fun moment occurred at the beginning of Round 4, named the Mystery Round, when teams entered their debate room not knowing if their room was a Semi-Final round.  Each debate room was judged by a panel of three judges, a panel typically reserved only for Semi-Finals.  The suspense mounted until just a few minutes before the Final round when the four Semi-Finalist teams were announced.  Those four teams were Josiah Bausum and Daniel Northcutt, Josh Phillips and Lauren Phillips, Cameron Rentschler and Andrew Schirmer, and Meg Campbell and McBryde Campbell.  Competing in the Final round were the Phillips/Phillips and Rentschler/Schirmer teams.  


Over the course of the state championship, participants were judged not only on their debate skills, but also on their public speaking abilities.  At the close of the event, the best speakers were publicly honored.  

Speaker awards went to the following students:  Josh Phillips - first place; Karen Wortham - second place; Andrew Schirmer - third place; Yousuke Matsui - fourth place; Josiah Bausum - fifth place; Elaine Hammett - sixth place; Ryan Phillips - seventh place; Meg Campbell - eighth place; Claire Atwood - ninth place; and Cameron Swathwood - tenth place.

At the close of the tournament, the top ten teams were announced: Josh Phillips and Lauren Phillips - first place; Cameron Rentschler and Andrew Schirmer - second place; McBryde Campbell and Meg Campbell - third place; Josiah Bausum and Daniel Northcutt - fourth place; Cameron Swathwood and Sheridan Swathwood - fifth place; Will Kent and Aaron Sanders - sixth place; Claire Atwood and Karen Wortham - seventh place; Elaine Hammett and Nathanael Hammett - eighth place; Yousuke Matsui and Joshua Ridenour – ninth place; Josh Schow and Esther Schow – tenth place.


The Upstate Area Debate Club of Easley hosted the one-day event.  For more information on how to compete in this league, visit the SCHEA website and click on Resources/Debate.   
 

