Homeschool Programs 2011-2012
All homeschool students are invited to participate in Historic Columbia’s Homeschool Friday programs taking place on the first Friday of the month.  Each month’s program is from 10am-11:30am and includes hands-on activities while students learn and explore different themes and historic sites at Historic Columbia Foundation.  The cost is $5 per student and reservations are suggested.  Program participants should gather in the Museum Shop on the day of the program unless otherwise noted.  Homeschool Friday programs are designed for students of elementary and middle school age levels.  
Questions and reservations should be directed to James Quint, Education Coordinator.

(803) 252-1770 ext. 36 or jquint@historiccolumbia.org 
Sept. 2nd- Games of the 19th century
Homeschool students will participate in several 19th century games as they learn what it was like to be a kid 150 years ago.  Some popular games today have their roots in the 19th century.  Students will take part in a dozen games played in the past such as croquet, hoop and stick, Shepherdess and the Wolf, hide the thimble, Graces, Up Jenkins, and more.  Get ready to have fun and give up those video games for a couple of hours!
Oct. 7th- Mourning in the 19th century
Discover how people in the 19th century mourned the loss of a loved one.  Women were expected to observe certain mourning customs such as covering mirrors in a black cloth, wearing dark clothing and black jewelry.  Even children wore a black ribbon around their arm.  Homeschool students will see the Hampton-Preston Mansion decorated as if the family was in mourning and learn about 19th century mourning customs.  They will also make their own “hair wreath,” a common practice to remember a loved one.  
Nov. 4th- Main Street Tour
Main Street, or Richardson Street as it was originally called, is the most architecturally diverse area of Columbia today.  From 19th century two story brick buildings to the newest office towers, Main Street’s prosperity has grown and declined over the city’s history.  Students will learn the history of Main Street on a walking tour from the State House to the Tapps building.  Students can see the first mall on Main Street, bank vaults, movie theaters, and former department stores as they learn how building uses have changed and how Main Street is being revived.  Where else can you see references to Egypt, Greece, and Rome?  Participants should meet at the State House in near the Confederate Monument.
Dec. 2nd- Historic Holidays
Discover how families in the 19th century celebrated the holidays in Columbia by seeing the houses as they could have been decorated.  Students will learn about holiday customs, food, parties, and decorations.  Students will make cotton-boll angels to place on trees or desks at home.
Jan. 6th- Technological Changes in the 19th Century
Explore the Hampton-Preston Mansion and Mann-Simons site to learn how mass-production and new technology changed the way we lived in the 19th century.  Students will learn about changing in lighting such as the movement from candles to oil, gas, and electricity.  See the ways we heated our homes, operated businesses, traveled and purchased food changed.  Horses and walking are so 18th century while trains, trolleys, bicycles, and horseless carriages are the new talk of the town.  Students can take part in hands-on activities such as examining coal found in recent archaeological digs at the site and look through a stereoscope, similar to 3D glasses. 
Feb. 3rd- Archaeology at the Mann-Simons Site

Learn about the archaeological dig that took place at the Mann-Simons Site which recovered over 60,000 artifacts!  Students will meet HCF archaeologist Jakob Crockett and tour his lab located on the second floor of the Mann-Simons Site.  Take part in several hands-on activities including learning how archaeologists put artifacts back together (pottery refit); identify artifacts based on sight, touch, and taste; and participate in a fun peanut butter and jelly archaeology dig.  Accommodations can be made for any students with food allergies.   
Mar. 2nd- Schools in the 19th century

From one-room school houses to the colleges that occupied the Hampton-Preston Mansion and Robert Mills House at the end of the 1800’s, schools and universities in Columbia were quite different than they are today.  Students will take part in a variety of activities to see how students packed for college, what they ate, sports they played, and the degrees that they earned.  Students can handle a 100 year old textbook and complete an assignment using a quill pen.
Apr. 6th- Gardens and Herbs in the Robert Mills Garden
Homeschool students will learn about 19th century herb gardens and planting techniques in this hands-on program.  Students will work with a Master Gardener to plant herbs in the herb garden using proper techniques such as how deep to plant seeds, how much to water them, and how to fertilize plants.  In addition, students will learn about the how herbs in the 19th century were used as medicine, seasoning, and in other ways such as mosquito repellent.    
May 4th- Hard Hat Tour of Woodrow Wilson’s Family Home
Explore Woodrow Wilson’s Family Home on a “hard hat” tour of the house to see what is inside the walls of a 19th century home.  The house, currently closed for restoration, was the only home owned by Woodrow Wilson’s parents.  Students will also learn about Columbia during the Reconstruction Era and President Wilson’s proclamation of Flag Day on June 14th.  
