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Dear Home Educator,

“Music produces a kind of pleasure which human nature cannot do without” –Confucius. Everyone has heard beautiful music and felt its effects. Imagine if you could produce the music and provide that pleasure for yourself and others. Bill Evans, a famous jazz pianist of the twentieth century, said; “When you play music you discover a part of yourself that you never knew existed.” Learning to play the piano and practicing the skill opens the door for that discovery. Playing piano is not only intellectual and challenges your mind, but is expressive and challenges the emotions.


I am contacting you today to offer to teach your children piano. I began taking piano lessons at the age of six. That decision, made by my parents, shaped the rest of my life. I joined band in the fifth grade and have never quit piano or band. Now, I have Bachelors of music degree in instrumental music and a performance certificate on the French horn from the University of South Carolina. This is my sixth year teaching piano and my third year being a church organist. I have played piano and French horn in wind bands, orchestras, choirs, musical pits, and in solo/accompanying. I love making music and, if it’s possible, I love teaching even more. My love for it all in addition to my thorough knowledge of the subject makes me well qualified to teach your child. 


The minimum requirements to be eligible to take piano lessons are: 

· Must reside in Richland or Lexington County

· Must be at least 5 years old, know the alphabet and how to count

· Must have an electric keyboard or a piano in your home 

Lessons would take place once a week, every week, at a regularly scheduled time during the day, between 8am and 2pm. They can be taught in your home or in my home for the price of:

· $60 per month for first child

· $50 per month per additional child

In addition to the monthly lesson fee, you will be required to purchase three books and a metronome. A metronome is a one-time purchase. You can buy them online or in any music store for a little as $15. On average, books cost $7 a piece and it generally takes a child an entire school year to complete the book. Every student would be taught regularly out of these books:

· Method/Lesson: Alfred’s Basic Piano Library

· Technique: Carolyn Miller’s Sportacular Warmups

· Theory: David Carr Glover Piano Theory

At the end of the school year, all students would perform in a recital. Purchasing sheet music for the recital will also be required. Each student would perform one piece, which typically costs $3.

If you are interested in taking advantage of this exciting opportunity or in learning more, please contact me by Monday, November 15. I will only be able to open this studio if at least 30 people sign up for lessons. If you contact me, you will know by Monday, November 22 whether or not the studio will open. If it does open, a free diagnostic lesson will take place in December and regular lessons will begin the week of January 10. 


Thank you and I hope to hear from many of you soon.


Sincerely,

-Kellye N. Smith

Kellye N. Smith - Cayce, SC - 859.983.4260 - kellyenatella@yahoo.com
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